Open Division Rules
All games will be played according to the current FIFA Laws of the Game, except for the following: 

RULE 1:
Player Registrations 
A. Subject to Rule 1.D., players shall be registered on the required form and return same to the SFC Executive 48 hours prior to the first season game.  The SFC Executive shall then forward the registration form to the District Registrar for SASA.  The effective date of registration for a player shall be the day after the registration data has been entered in the Ontario Soccer Association (hereinafter referred to as “OSA”) computerized registration system.
B. Each team must register a minimum of 11 players for any Outdoor season.  A minimum of 8 players must be registered for any Indoor season.
C. Each team can register up to a maximum of 25 players for any Outdoor season. Only a maximum of 25 players will be permitted to be registered for any Indoor season and a maximum of 18 dressed for any game. 
D. Late registration will be accepted to July 31 for any Outdoor season, or January 31 for any Indoor season. 
E. A player must be a minimum of 16 years of age by July 31 of the current Outdoor season or December 31 for any indoor season unless an exception is provided by the executive.  SASA Rules will be adhered to over and above the division rules. 
F. A guest player is permitted to play in an open division game under the following conditions:  

i. the guest player is eligible to play pursuant to the “Trial Permits and Temporary Registration Permits” section of the SASA Rules and Regulations which are governed by OSA Policies and Procedures; and,

ii. the guest player is eligible to play pursuant to Open Division Rule 1.A & 1.E

G. All players must be registered with SFC according to Rule 1: Player Registrations items 1A &1F.  Any team who allows a player to play who is not registered with SFC will be subject to a $200.00 fine. Any team found to be playing with a suspended player will be fined $200 by the SFC and that game will be forfeited without the ability to appeal.
H. Any team registered in the open division may register players from the 35+ division however rules 1A and 1F will apply. 
RULE 2:
Team Registration 

A. All teams must be in good financial standing with the SFC prior to participating in their first game of the current year soccer season.

B. All teams will play in the same, single division.  
RULE 3: 



Players within the League
A. Outdoor:  A match shall be played by 2 teams, each with a maximum of 11 players and not less than 7 players on the field
 

Indoor: A match shall be played by 2 teams, each with a maximum of 6 players and not less than 4 players on the field, of which 1 player must be the goalkeeper. 
B. Players who are registered to a team in the open division cannot play for another team in the open division until they have been formally released from the team they are registered to and then registered to the new team.  This must be done by the deadline for registration. 
RULE 4:


Season Schedule/Duration of Games

A. Season Schedule shall be given to team representatives at least one week prior to the start of the playing season.

B. The duration of the Outdoor season games shall be two equal periods of 45 minutes, unless otherwise mutually agreed upon by the two team coaches.  Indoor season games will consist of two equal periods of 25 minutes.

RULE 5:


Player Substitution
Outdoor
A. substitution for outdoor games may only be made:

B. After a goal has been scored.
C. At a goal kick.
D. At the beginning of the second half.
E.  For an injured player at the discretion of the referee.
F. If a team has been awarded a throw-in, the opposing team can make a             substitution if the awarded team has made a substitution.
G. A goalkeeper can be substituted with the referee’s permission.
Indoor

H.  Substitutions during Indoor games can be made at any time. Unlimited substitutions may be used in any match. The game shall not be delayed to allow substitutions, except in the case of substituting a goalkeeper, which can only occur during a  stoppage in play, and upon notifying the referee. When any player other than the goalkeeper is to be replaced, the substitute shall not enter the field of play until the player being replaced is within 1 metre of the player's team bench. Neither the player entering nor the player leaving may interfere with the play while both are on the field. The substitution is completed when the substitute enters the field of play, from which moment the substitute becomes a player and the player being 

RULE 6:


Players’ Equipment
A. The basic compulsory equipment of a player shall consist of a team jersey with a number that will distinguish that player on the team (tucked inside of their shorts), shorts, socks, cleats and shin guards.

B. A player shall not wear anything that is dangerous to another player.

C. The goalkeeper shall wear a jersey color that distinguishes him from the other players and the referee.  

D. All players must wear appropriate footwear as designated by the City of Sault Ste. Marie.  

RULE 7:


Termination of Game

The referee is solely empowered to terminate a match (no player or team official has the power to do so) in the event of outside interference or grave disorder and in all cases a decision to terminate shall be in accordance with the rules of the SASA, the OSA and the FIFA, as applicable.

RULE 8:


No Show Scheduled Referee
A. Only 10 minutes grace time is given to a referee, when he/she does not show up for a scheduled game.

B.   If the referee does not show, the game may proceed without a referee with the mutual agreement of both team coaches.
C.  If the referee that was scheduled for the game doesn’t show up to officiate the game, he or she will be reported and fined the sum of the referee fees, according to F.I.FA.
D.   In the event of a referee not present for a scheduled game, the home team will be required to collect both game sheets and submit them to SASA. 

RULE 9:


No Show Scheduled Team

A. Only 10 minutes grace time is given to a team when they do not show up to play a scheduled game.  The non-showing team shall be fined $175.00 payable to the SFC unless one week advanced notice to the committee chair is provided. Minimum to play for outdoor is 7 players and minimum to play indoor is 4 players
RULE 10:


Game Sheets
A. Single game sheets are used in the open division
B. Game sheets must be fully completed in ink and signed by the referee, linesmen (if applicable) and the team coach or manager.
C. The game sheets must be given to the referee at least 15 minutes prior to the start of the game.
D. Game sheets must include only players that are registered with SASA (48) hours prior to the game.
E. The home team must provide the game ball.
F. The home team must change their jersey in case of a conflict of team uniforms.
G.  Only those persons whose names are on the team sheet shall be permitted in the technical area.
RULE 11:


Protests & Player Discipline
A. In addition to any discipline that may be assessed by the SASA Disciplinary Committee to a player who receives any straight red card for either Use of offensive or insulting or abusive language and/or gestures, Serious Foul Play or Violent Conduct during any open division game, the player will be suspended from play for the following additional games by the SFC:

(i)  First straight red card of the season – 1 game

(ii)  Second straight red card of the season – 3 games

(iii)  Third straight red card of the season – remainder of the outdoor or indoor soccer season with no refund of the registration fee 
B. Protests regarding player discipline shall be dealt with by SASA Disciplinary Committee.
C. Protests must be sent in writing with a cheque in the amount of $150.00 (one hundred and fifty dollars) addressed to the SFC Executive to be forwarded to the SASA Disciplinary Committee. This amount is refundable if the appeal is successful
RULE 12:



Field Conditions 

Poor field conditions must be reported by the referee to the team coaches.

RULE 13:


Coach Registration

A. Coaches must complete an O.S.A. form supplied by the League Registrar prior to the start of playing season.

B. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their players during the game.
C. Only designated persons, such as the coach, manager, trainers, team representatives, and players are to be seated on the bench during the scheduled game.

RULE 14:


Player Team Registrations and Refunds
A. If a team defaults before the start of the scheduled season, its team registration fee and bond will not be reimbursed.
B. No player registration fees will be refunded after a player‘s first game.

RULE 15:

Specified Rules by SFC for Outdoor

Outdoor

A. League games can end in a tie. Playoffs games ending in a tie will move directly to spot kicks (penalty kicks).
B. 3 points will be awarded for a win. 1 point will be awarded for a tie.

C. Standings will be kept and will be determined with the following criteria;

a. Best head to head record

b. Best goal differential; highest goals-for minus goals-against

c. Greatest number of goals-for

d. Least goals against

e. Coin flip

D. In the event of a defaulted game, the opposing team will be credited with a 5:0 win and receive 3 points
E. All games will use the ‘League ball’ which will be provided prior to the game start.  In the event that the league balls have not reached the fields for unforeseen reasons, the home team will provide a game ball for the match.  
F. All teams will be responsible for the actions of their players and spectators
G. Any player, coach, or persons from the teams’ bench starting a fight (physical attack committed, i.e. Punch, kick) with a player or multiple players of the opposing team that leads to a immediate red card by the official will lead to a $250 fine charged to the team - This rule will be thoroughly enforced.  In addition, if the incident leads to players leaving the bench or what is termed a ‘bench brawl,’ the teams will be charged $1,000. If both teams have players who have received immediate red cards, both teams will endure the fines.  The team who has been deemed by the discipline committee to not have been at fault shall receive their money back in full.  This rule in in effect to deter fighting as this is a gentleman’s league and there is no need for this kind of behaviour! All game discipline will be through the SASA office. Discipline will be by the “Discipline by Review” System (DBR)
H. Outside of an additional 5 minutes of play for injury time the Match Official will not allow for any time lost during a match by extending 1 or both halves of play, unless allowed to do so at the sole discretion of the league. ## Forfeited games will not be rescheduled. 

Specified Rules by SFC for Indoor
Indoor

I. Slide Tacking shall not be permitted at any time during the game; Sliding may only be permitted in an attempt to keep a ball in play in out of the goal with no player within 4 yards of the sliding player.  (Sliding to save a goal is permitted as long as no player is within 4 yards of the sliding player)
J. The goal nets and field used during a match will be those provided by the facility.
K. Any ball out of play over the touchline will be restarted with an indirect kick-in as opposed to a throw in. In the event of the ball hitting the facility ceiling the game shall be restarted from the center line with an indirect free kick to the team who did not kick or deflect the ball to hit the ceiling from where the ball was kicked. If the ball goes out of play before it hits the ceiling a kick in is awarded accordingly from the spot the ball went out..  
L. All kicks outside of penalty shots are indirect.  All opposing players shall be at least 3 yards from all kick-ins and free kicks within the field of play.  

M. The penalty area used during a match will be the area provided by the facility on the field of play. Penalty kicks will be taken from top of the circle of the penalty box, nearest to the center of the goal as possible. All penalty kicks shall be a dead ball once the kick has been taken. The resulting restart will be based on the outcome of the kick as per FIFA Laws of the Game. 

N. Any team who has a player dismissed from a match shall not play shorthanded unless the dismissal is the second dismissal of the match, in which case the team will play short handed or forfeit the game if minimum player requirements are not able to be fulfilled.
O. There shall be no offside rule applied.

P. League games can end in a tie. Playoffs games ending in a tie will move directly to spot kicks (penalty kicks).
Q. 3 points will be awarded for a win. 1 point will be awarded for a tie.

R. Standings will be kept and will be determined with the following criteria;

a. Best head to head record

b. Best goal differential; highest goals-for minus goals-against

c. Greatest number of goals-for

d. Least goals against

e. Coin flip

S. In the event of a defaulted game, the opposing team will be credited with a 5:0 win and receive 3 points
T. All games will use the ‘League ball’ which will be provided prior to the game start.  In the event that the league balls have not reached the fields for unforeseen reasons, the home team will provide a game ball for the match.  
U. All teams will be responsible for the actions of their players and spectators
V. Any fines brought down by the Northern Community Center or City of Sault Ste. Marie will be passed to the team who had participated in said alleged incidents resulting in a fine Facility rules and regulations of the City of Sault Ste. Marie must also be followed at all times and they are as follows:
W. Any player, coach, or persons from the teams’ bench starting a fight (physical attack committed, i.e. Punch, kick) with a player or multiple players of the opposing team that leads to a immediate red card by the official will lead to a $250 fine charged to the team - This rule will be thoroughly enforced.  In addition, if the incident leads to players leaving the bench or what is termed a ‘bench brawl,’ the teams will be charged $1,000. If both teams have players who have received immediate red cards, both teams will endure the fines.  The team who has been deemed by the discipline committee to not have been at fault shall receive their money back in full.  This rule in in effect to deter fighting as this is a gentleman’s league and there is no need for this kind of behaviour! All game discipline will be through the SASA office. Discipline will be by the “Discipline by Review” System (DBR)
X. Outside of an additional 5 minutes of play for injury time the Match Official will not allow for any time lost during a match by extending 1 or both halves of play, unless allowed to do so at the sole discretion of the league. ## Forfeited games will not be rescheduled. 
RULES AND REGULSTIONS REGARDING NORTHERN COMMUNITY CENTER

1. APPROVED INDOOR TURF FOOTWEAR 

The superior playing characteristics of the Field Turf surface are directly associated with the correct footwear and include: torque release, surface friction and tractions. The best types of shoes are molded cleats or screw-ins (maximum recommended length is 1/2"). The footwear designated for natural grass is easily transferable to use on Field Turf. It is important to note that flat-soled shoes are permitted, however, they do not result in ultimate athlete performance. ALL FOOTWEAR MUST BE CLEANED PRIOR TO ENTERING THE TURF FACILITY. METAL CLEATS ARE PROHIBITED! 

2. FOOD AND BEVERAGE IS NOT PERMITTED ON THE PLAYING SURFACE OF THE NORTHERN COMMUNITY CENTRE. The City shall have the sole and exclusive right to the distribution of all food and beverages unless otherwise approved. 

3. The dressing room is available 1/2 hour prior to the rental, and MUST be vacated 1/2 hour post-rental.

4. ALCOHOL IS NOT PERMITTED ANYWHERE IN THE ARENA - INCLUDING THE DRESSING ROOMS - unless authorized by the proper authority and the Manager of Community 

5. You agree to use the facility only for the purpose for which it was intended and will not allow any member of your group to use the facility for any other purpose. In the event that the Community Services Department is unable to provide the facility due to acts of God, strikes, equipment failure, or any other cause beyond the control of the City, the City will not incur any liability by/to your group. 

6. The City assumes no responsibility for loss/damage to any equipment or material belonging to you or any member of your group unless caused by the negligence of the City. 

7. The City reserves the right to cancel or reschedule any date and time allotted to your group upon giving you reasonable notice. In the event that you have to cancel your rental of the facility, you are required to provide at least one week's notice to allow the City to lease the facility to other interested groups. In the event that you fail to give notice as required and the City is unable to lease the facility, regular charges will apply. 

8. In the event that at any time during the use of the facility it becomes unacceptable for the purpose intended, the City reserves the right to require the use of the facility to cease. 

9. At the discretion of the Manager, additional staffing may be required for your event. The user group will be required to pay this added expense, and any other expenses that may be incurred, or if the user group may opt to cancel their event. 

10. The user group agrees that it will directly supervise the activity carried on in the facility; and further, that it will accept responsibility for the use of the facility by the members of the 

11. Organized league field requirements and special events will take precedence over casual 

rental requirements. The City reserves the right to cancel a casual field rental contract at any time in order to fulfill organized league requirements, special events or tournament. 

12. The Northern Community Centre is a smoke-free facility and governed under City By-law 2003-07. Report offenders to the facility staff. 

13. The sale of souvenirs, food, refreshments or any other items is strictly prohibited in any City-owned facility without the expressed written permission of the Manager of Community 

14. Collection of Personal Information Notice - Personal information on the Facility Rental Contract is collected under the authority of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act R.S.O. 1990, c.M.56 and will be used solely to determine applicable information necessary for application. Questions about this collection should be directed to the address noted on the permit. 

15. Any deviation from the proposed use of this field time can result in cancellation of field use 

16. Subletting of the field time is not permitted without the written consent of the Manager of Community Centre or his designate. Each match shall be controlled by 1 official who has the sole authority to administer the match under the current FIFA Laws of the Game, along with the exceptions stated in this 

RULE 16:


Rules Violation Penalty for Teams

Any team in violation with any of the RULES AND REGULSTIONS REGARDING NORTHERN COMMUNITY CENTER rules will be subject to a $100.00 fine,  
payable to the SFC 
Dated at the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Province of Ontario this 21st day of Sept, 2016
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